[Chronic hepatic porphyria and hepatitis B and C virus infections].
It is known that in patients with porphyria cutanea tarda (PCT) there is an increased prevalence of the hepatitis B virus (HBV) and the hepatitis C virus (HCV). The incidence of anti-HCV in PCT in our country is 21.7% in estimations by the second generation method, however, the incidence of HBV in PCT was not assessed so far. In 60 patients with PCT antigens and antibodies against HBV and HCV were assessed (by the anti-HCV third generation ELISA method) and in subjects with signs of HBV or HCV. HBV DNA and HCV RNA were assessed by the method of the polymerase chain reaction. PCT without detectable HBV or HCV infection was found in 45 subjects (68%). HBV infection only was confirmed in seven subjects (10.6%), however none of the patients had positive HBsAg in serum. All had only antibodies against HBV. HCV infection only was detected in seven patients (10.6%) and HBV and HCV co-infection also in seven patients (10.6%). In the group of patients with HBV and HCV co-infection there was not a single HBsAg positive subject. The mean ALT serum activity was significantly higher as compared with subjects with HBV or HCV infection only (p < 0.05) and the histological finding on liver biopsy was more serious. HBV (21%) and HCV (21%) infection participates significantly in the clinical picture of PCT. A special subgroup is formed by patients with PCT and HBV and HCV co-infection who have as a rule a higher ALT activity and more severe histological changes in the liver. The incidence of HBV and HCV infection in PCT in the Czech Republic is double as compared with Germany or Great Britain.